
Emerging young director, Li Siyao, presents the inner
thoughts of primary school students in a poetic
exploration of generational differences and pursuing
dreams.

‘Your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of
life's longing for itself.’

Inspired by this quote from Kahlil Gibran’s poem On Parenting, this experimental
piece poetically stages the original thoughts of 20 primary school children from
Chin, examining and combating the disconnect between generations.

Children in China seldom have the freedom to make their own choices.
Struggling to pursue their dreams, the older generation ignores their cry for
independence and the need to embrace personality development. This
experimental work challenges this status-quo, presenting the inner voices of
children in the spotlight. The production asks parents to reflect on their anxiety
of overprotection and the necessity to encourage freedom of expression.

This show was first devised by Li Siyao with 20 primary school students and
premiered in Yinchuan in 2017. As well as high artistic acclaim, the work was also
met with self-examination from the parents of featured children. This positive
impact incited Siyao to develop more productions with different groups of
students. Each production is unique as every child contributes new perspective.

The latest version of this production works with MOCA Yinchuan. The largest
contemporary arts gallery in north west China and featured a cast of 400 from
local primary schools.

Li Siyao is one of the most talented young theatre directors and theatre
educators currently working in China. He is renowned in contemporary Chinese
theatre, where he has been active in a number of youth festivals such as Beijing
Fringe Festival. He founded the first independent theatre and Fringe Festival in
Yinchuan and has collaborated with local school and the Education Commission
of China to promote the benefits of teachings theatre to remote regions. From
here he presents their work to the world.

Notes to Editor
This is China Ningxia Li Siyao Children Experimental Troupe & Chongqing 303 Cultural
Transmission Co., Ltd. Edinburgh Fringe debut. They bring a cast of 18 to C venues as
part of its international tour.
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ten word blurb
Children poetically stage their thoughts on intergenerational
misunderstandings.
twenty word blurb
Experimental piece created by children who poetically stage their thoughts
on intergenerational misunderstandings. Inspired by Kahlil Gibran’s On
Parenting.
fringe programme 40-word blurb
Inspired by Kahlil Gibran’s On Parenting, this experimental piece is created
by children who poetically stage their thoughts on intergenerational
misunderstandings. With their personalities ignored, children are struggling
to pursue their life dreams.
fringe web blurb
‘Your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of
Life's longing for itself’. Inspired by Kahlil Gibran’s On Parenting, this
experimental piece is created by children that poetically staged their
thoughts on intergenerational misunderstandings. With their personalities
ignored, Chinese children seldom have the freedom to make their own
choices and are struggling to pursue their life dreams. After premiering in
Yinchuan, this production has been well received by local audiences and
children’s parents who gave much positive feedback after deep
self-examinations.
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Emerging young director, Li Siyao, presents the inner
thoughts of primary school students in an poetic
exploration generational differences and pursuing
dreams

“Your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of
life's longing for itself”

Inspired by this quote from Kahlil Gibran’s poem On Parenting, this experimental
piece poetically stages the original thoughts of 20 primary school children from
Chin, examining and combating the disconnect between generations.

Children in China seldom have the freedom to make their own choices.
Struggling to pursue their dreams, the older generation ignores their cry for
independence and the need to embrace personality development. This
experimental work challenges this status-quo, presenting the inner voices of
children in the spotlight. The production asks parents to reflect on their anxiety
of overprotection and the necessity to encourage freedom of expression.

This show was first devised by Li Siyao with 20 primary school students and
premiered in Yinchuan in 2017. As well as high artistic acclaim, the work was also
met with self-examination from the parents of featured children. This positive
impact incited Siyao to develop more productions with different groups of
students. Each production is unique as every child contributes new perspective.

The latest version of this production works with MOCA Yinchuan. The largest
contemporary arts gallery in north west China and featured a cast of 400 from
local primary schools.

Li Siyao is one of the most talented young theatre directors and theatre
educators currently working in China. He is renowned in contemporary Chinese
theatre, where he has been active in a number of youth festivals such as Beijing
Fringe Festival. He founded the first independent theatre and Fringe Festival in
Yinchuan and has collaborated with local school and the Education Commission
of China to promote the benefits of teachings theatre to remote regions. From
here he presents their work to the world.

Notes to Editor
This is China Ningxia Li Siyao Children Experimental Troupe & Chongqing 303
Cultural Transmission Co., Ltd. Edinburgh Fringe debut. They bring a cast of 18 to
C venues  as part of its international tour.
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Emerging young director, Li Siyao, presents the inner
thoughts of primary school students in an poetic
exploration generational differences and pursuing
dreams

Inspired by Kahlil Gibran’s poem On Parenting “Your children are not your
children. They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself”, this
experimental piece poetically stages the original thoughts of 20 primary school
children from Chin. In contemporary education there is disconnect between
generations.

Children in China seldom have the freedom to make their own choices,
struggling to pursue dreams of their lives as the older generation ignores cries
for independence and embracing personality development. This experimental
work challenges this status-quo, presenting the inner voices of children in the
spotlight. The production asks parents to reflect on their anxiety of
overprotection and the necessity to encourage freedom of expression.

This show was first devised by Li Siyao with 20 primary school students and
premiered in Yinchuan in 2017. As well as high artistic acclaim, the work was
also met with self-examination from the parents of featured children. This
positive impact incited Siyao to develop more productions with different
groups of students. Each production is unique as every child contributes new
perspective.

The latest version of this production works with MOCA Yinchuan. The largest
contemporary arts gallery in north west China and featured a cast of 400 from
local primary schools.

Li Siyao is one of the most talented young theatre directors and theatre
educators currently working in China. He is renowned in contemporary
Chinese theatre, where he has been active in a number of youth festivals such
as Beijing Fringe Festival. He founded the first independent theatre and Fringe
Festival in Yinchuan and has collaborated with local school and the Education
Commission of China to promote the benefits of teachings theatre to remote
regions. From here he presents their work to the world.

Notes to Editor
This is China Ningxia Li Siyao Children Experimental Troupe & Chongqing 303
Cultural Transmission Co., Ltd. Edinburgh Fringe debut. They bring a cast of 18
to C-Venues  as part of its international tour.
word count

company originaldevelopment
China Ningxia Li Siyao Children Experimental Troupe & Chongqing 303 Cultural
Transmission Co., Ltd. presents:
Words that I Never Tell
China’s emerging young director, Li Siyao, presents an experimental theatre
working with 20 students focusing on the intergeneration problem of
contemporary education.
Directed by Li Siyao/ Yuan Ye
CVenues – Aquila, 10.45am | 11-13 August

The China Ningxia Li Siyao Children Experimental Troupe & Chongqing 303
Cultural Transmission Co., Ltd. make its Edinburgh Fringe debut in this
experimental production directed by Li Siyao.
Inspired by Kahlil Gibran’s poem On Parenting “Your children are not your
children.They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself”, this
experimental piece orginally created by 20 primary children from China
poetically staged their thoughts on contemporary education problems
between two generations. Ingoring of independent personality’s
development, children in China seldom have freedom to make their own
choices, from which they are struggling to pursue dreams of their lives.
Focusing on presenting the inner voices of children’s true hearts, the
production also draw the attentions of parents to reflect on their anxiety of
overprotection.
It was first devised by Li Siyao with 20 primary school students and premiered
in Yinchuan in 2017. Since it was well received by the local audiences especially
the children’s parents who gave many positive feedback after deep
self-examinations,it has been developed into various versions with different
group of students with fresh thoughts add on. The latest version of the
production works with MOCA Yinchuan this year, the largest contemporay arts
gallary in northwest China, with a 400 cast from the local primary schools.
Li Siyao is one of the most talented young theatre directors and theatre
educators currently working in China. He is a distinctive presence in
contemporary Chinese theatre, where he has been active in a number of youth
festivals such as Beijing Fringe Festival and founded the first indenpandant
theatre and Fringe Festival in Yinchuan. As an influential theatre educator and
practitioner who introduces theatre education to northwest China, he has
been getting involved in many education programmes with local schools and
Education Commission on promoting the theatre education to more remote
regions. He also has been invited as one of the Chinese delegations presented
the 2017 Sibiu International Festival and introduced his theatre to all the
delegations from all over the world.
The company will bring a cast of 18 to C-Venues for this limited run as part of
its international tour. The production marks the first time in Yinchuan
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